COMBAT "

: {
: - qtNCE. our arrivat. at’ Long {(_esh_ in December 1872
T hJ great play has been made by the Camp authorities

in relation to the facilities that would be made avail-
able to 'ahyone wishing to participate in University
studies and-the like.; Members of Parliament and the
varioys yisito?'s-.{p the Camp were told that new study
cenfrés within thé"f:'a'mp_were HOW available-andrfully
equipped with all the meodern facilities including tape-
récorder, video-tape recording machine, television and
& . radio.

However. it was not urtil fate 1973 that, anyort
MWorually saw inside Hese gstudy centres and shey wers
not made accessible fartstudying purpases untl garly
1874, University degrce_" courses were applied for by
& over twenty Long Kesh political Prsoners and Detine-
i 25 and these were a'ven the a0-ahend

- finally someone had re%: sod the ®impartaree o permiih

Ing men the nght to further education and stushyving

All sezmaed well until the-tme came for the stidips
to begn The students whare informed thay
waiild have: 10 be dore withory Meir vanog
“instead of hav:ngr aoiess 1o the study centre 0 was
explained to tme Camp Governar that to doono wodld
be practically impossibie for several reasons. Furstly g
study. it woutd be MECEssary 10 have siende during he

study periods and thiz wou'd be most-d:Hicutt tak ry inta

I' consideration that in the Cages Jt woulg he unfar 1o
ask andpaxpect 89 rrer 1o keeh perfectiy quic:

. Mmar Secondly

all soidybioer

Canes

"C:II' (_‘JFITC‘
a5 televicon and radio rogrammis
Caccompany the Uriversity studies ip ow
urtair 1o ask 89 men 1o
viewing, ’

Oulid agsin be

give the Gng man chore of

v TV TIME R .

. 1t would be ideal '|f'the students were permitted o
" study at the Ggreed periods in the study centres and to”
‘make T and Radios available, But no. this was not
, 0N, .and the Gamp authorities .bluntly refused 1o see

_ “rfeason. “What were these study centres to be used far
. if not studying ™, asked the stu dents but no explanation
L. was forthcoming. The bright prospects of breaking
s through the barriers of Long Kesh Intransigence were
: - : growing dimrmer as fime went by. tn the Loyalist Cage

19 the five patential students decided to make the best
of what they had Within the Cage in the way of using

- the guietest spot possible. This, in eﬁeg;t.w'as' the drying
room:where it could be possible o study bt 'at a risk .7t
catching pneumeniz due ta the damp clothes

. Once.the Assistant Goverfior was d
action he seemed anxious that_publisity 15 this effect
. swauld be made tn5 Further effort:to gain access to the
. Study’ caotre. It is betieved that he realised that thgir
" requpst was reasonable and that adverse publicity would
be forthcoming tailing the granting of this reasonatie
quest. The study centres were theh mace available,

by Red Hand Commando Stljdent, Cage 19, Long Kesh -

It seemed that

« 1 time these facities W
1 Complaations were to foliow “The

p 97AMMRs that led (o thair an

T2 tcans o caan M. Py

informed _of -thig- - ;&maﬂnmet diares With

-3 danger

N

However, all was not well, it transpired that the.Camp ..
a,uthor'it_iés were making great.aHorts to ‘play both endg .
against the middle as it were. They said;that the various
factions (Official 1 R.A., Prove LR.A,, LoyaHsts)__w_oum o
have 1o be kept entirely separate and that thig would * !
cut the studying time by half. This was regarded s being - %

- uncalled for by both the Loyalists apd the Republicans,

« It was.agreed that no objections would be made to 1hé
factions studying in the one hut so that the siudy time
_could be extended .

E'vemun'rly the Official |.R.A. students numbering 8
~ould study with the 5 Loyaiists in ohe by while the

Provo 1 R A's 14 students would make use of the Other
Cstudy hut.

A

1

EIGHT WEEKS BEHIND SCHEDULE )
Admst ei;ht weeks bohing schedule the study centres »
wore imally openad for all and the much publicised
fac iy Toulde ot he seens anywhere T"Fmre h lJ
™. reradm. vedeo-tape recording machine and e
Hape rooorder There was only twao tables and g few
b airs pius g ermpty hookoase ~— nothing else! This Was
thir great Long Kesh study centre.” Afer much compl;_a_ﬁv a
g L Several morp IMmporent wecks of v

aluoble study-
vere made avoilable. But more
“There was no viden-tapes .
for the recordet The
but could not be used A ref}«fésl'
e be perrivied to waich the University PV programmes
Wasretused therafode the Ty was merely an 'ornameﬁt..f?a" :
WEIFHar reaugst o listen to the radio prog'rammes ‘was re-
fused therefore the radio was alse an ornament It seem- ;
edf eviden: that the Long Kesh authorities wanted to teld . ""__:3
£veryone that qreat Studying opoortunities existed but :
“they werg ot willing 1o lat the students carry these. -
OpDOfI'uE\i!IP.S through to their iogical conclusion.

Sfar the machine and no tapos

machies werg there

Tre students had 1o
SCLCMPRanying Ty

simply

study without the - benéfit Af »
and, radio prograommes.’ !t"-\_m'raé it
bacause they were being deprived of these pro-

ger it was becsuse the Long
Kest: auihorities’ sHl used these unu_séble faciiities s -
and visitors eto.,
respect

into believing -
that il was weil ip this . ) I

Tuters are permitted entrance 10 the Camp one nigh:

Mevery three webks and iy is now common practige for.
the Army 1 turs awpy the ‘lutors at the gate withou: .
Ay reagson heing gdﬁ‘e:y Applications 1o he’ aflowed .
wW'_"»;\.rhr'ch_studu_er‘lts can plan ahead
exams were refused as being

“sks We fail 1o see where this rgquest can be,
to securnity T ¢

J———— i

for their AssIgnmanty gnd
securdy
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A NEW HURDLE

T

Notwithstanding the difficulties and
ents prov
;Studies as best they could. However, i
. @ néw hurdle has been thrown up by t
. tigs.: They pravent studemts from bei
the study huts on the times agreed a
" 10 a shortage of staff, It is Aapproximat
per, week that no Prison Officer is av
© students -tél'-the-_.'stud'y centre therefore
is cut i haft. Is' this the fau!
who suffer from the Staf shortage.
out to the Assistant Governors that

hurdles the stud-
their determination to carry on with their
n recent months
he Camp authori-
ng taken over to
Ad say this is due
ely three mornings
ailable to take the
the studying time
t of thp; students? {1 is they
It has been pointed
ane rémedy _to"thg

Situatign would be to provide one Prisoner, Officet ag a - . -
'permapent Study Hut Officer. This has bean, secepted
+  but as yet no.action has bebn takgn and it has Feaced.
- a/stage where at least 6 students hava finglly givery up -
the whole idea of studyihg because of the stupid blocks
being thréwn up by the Long Kesh Authorities.
w ane .

Some other students who were transfarred from one

cage to another were not permitted. to carry gn with-
‘their studies and this. we feel, is wrong. Surely, any.
Prisoner who wishes to pursue some form of education.
studies should be given every encouragement rather
than the discouragement that has prevailad |

The time for lendin

. g credibility to the farcia] Leng
Kesh education '

set up is long gone.

What we want gow is some cha

nges f* the good and
welfare of all studenis in Long Ke

sh. .

.
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~ GUIDE T FAMILY BENEFITS and
o | PENSIONS; |

'

. Ofteh those who are most deserving of the
help which can be qiven are for one reasen or
another not aware of henefits to whieh they
may be entitied -

The informatian cogtained in this weekify
series of ;;rlricfes i taken from an official hand _
book published by the Department of Health
and Social Services. ’ <
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* PRESCRIPTION CHARGES'

4

T Pre_sc':?iptions for the following peopie can
without charge by compigting the -de~lara
- back of the prescription férm:

"(a)-__'(jli_ilé:r‘_é.n undar 16 ye
-t 85 {60 for women) .

be obtained
tion on the

£
ars and adults ageqd over

bt

- (b) Pbople ‘hotding exémption certificatds

- Examption certificates are Jssued to the following
- persons <— - g S e
S Expectant mothers and,

_ 'd_a mother whose child is
o _' 85 than one year aid. :

K

. :?q_jdti_'ons. ' . :

) {c)#la’fl' or Service
7 . Prescriptions req
pbiements). - .
: (_d.)'_p'abp;e' 'and"‘their'r'ependants'. receiving supple- .
iy mentary bene5t or family income” suppiement.
8 s for

. disablement pensicners {tor
uired for their accepted dis-

. foo b
. 83ue of exemption certificates

f lbc‘a{ormcwl _s"e'curit'y-‘ offices. . "

8-0r over. who is ot coversd: by the \

in Leaflst HS 150, available from_ post |

S S ", (&) Six month certificate costs £200 - .
S {b) Ii‘eap*a suftering from certain specified medical 7 : :

Clevel is entitled to exemption, or
has already been paid Leaflet
Post Offices ‘explaing the arrang
ctaim form to send to the 5
charge has alread
form PS 7 should

a refund if the charge
PC 11, available from
éments and inciudes ‘a
ocial security office, If the
¥ been paid the_chemist‘s _receiot
be attached 1o the claim” form.

The person’s réquirements an

d inceme are assedsed
in the same-way b5 f

or & claim to supplementary benefjt
except that . €200 of any _BAININGS arey always dis-
reqarded {together with £2.00 of*a wite's earnings)
and a broader approach is adopted in respect of s'peciél'
expenses. IT income is lesg thanrequirements, including
tha prescription charge for one item plus;a"-margin of
30p. an eéxemption certificate is issued which entitles
the. hoider and his dependants to
tions withaut charge for up 1% 12
has already bgen paid 3

intome is jusi tog Righ
ceftificate. a person may'
weeks in which he mcurs

i

obtain their prescrip- S
manths If the charge
retund .is also given. Where
to qualify far an exemplion -
still be entitled to refunds in
a Aumber#of charges,

Anyone wha has ta pay the charge but peeds fréquent o
prescriptions can. limit the amount he has to pay by .
making a single payment in ddvance to the Central™

 Services Agency, 27 Adelaide Street, Belfast BT2 8FD. _
In return he receives a certificate. which entitles him to -~
have his health service prescriptions d':spen'sed without
charge for a fixed period. Pre-payment-certificates CO§toms

(b) Twelve month certificate costs fé._50. L

.

A pre—'pa'yment cértifitale_is work
needs - tor have more than 10
months, eor more than 17
Further details and an appl;
‘HE 154 avaitable from P
secunity offices. -

hihile for anyone whe -« -
ftems dispensed in 6
items in welve months.
cation’ form are on Form ..
ost Offices, .and local or social

]

) whom. ‘. E . ,m.:.l -\!I: ace ..I...i_n. |

'CAMERA FOUND on Isle of Man Boat.
OWNER can have it back. Cali a1 :
" . STUDID 10, ABERDEEN STREET, SHANKILL:RD’
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