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Commanding Officer,
Ulster Volunteer Force in Long Kesh,

Mr. Augustus Andrew Spence.

12 July 1977
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- We never ti:re of celebra'bmg the advent in his'l:ory when Willla.m nf Orange achlevea.
for us in 1690 Civil snd Religious freedom.We,the Protestants of ireland,were the persecuted
in those days and now things are somewhat reversed.]:l;t is persecution necessaxy for the
establishment of 4l inherent freedoms of mankind7ras persecution ever changed a persons
views 7Do we really want freedom and the pursuit of happiness at the mxpense of some other

~ wmfortunape soul?Should we not be defending the rights of 211 men whatever their celling

in Ulster?ihese are the questions te t we mist answer inwardly at first and then outwardly
for all the world to know.i submit tmt it is fear which makes one people oppress -another

and mtil such times as we zbolish fear in our society we are always going to -have oppressic

‘and misguided persons to implement it,We are living in the most socially -and. lega.l:l.s'ba.ca.lly
oppressive society in the Western memisphere,the manifestations of which =re strewn over

. that society like scabs.Polarisation complete with onesection of the commmity cut,off-

1

from the other except for some middle class cantacts wnich .appear -to be .concerned mere a‘bout
their class than community.Jails:filled to overflowing and legislation tnat tinel apartoeid
countries would ‘envy.We are a police state witn the ‘accompanying allegations of .barture and
degrading treatmt to suspects mwdergoing interrogation in thne many centres reserved for

the purpose.lven yet we staill nave men,prostituting the name -of politics and religion,:
calling for more ovpressive legislation and nonsensically counselling tnat victory 1s just

~ around the corner.Victory over wiom — tne ..,r.A:? Ur do tuey mean victory over the -Homan
'Catnolic commmity?uwer wiom do tney really wmt victoryTiae fears of tue foman Cdbholics

will not go away becanse 2 buncn of bigoted (mionist polivic.ans say sojand make no magake
about thés word Unionist,because we z2re unlcmls'ts too,even though we could never. a.g;ree
with those fascists who hold the Teign of power.Do they not realise -that the LeR.A, wam a- ~

. natural manifesta.t:.on of Cathol:l.c i‘ea.rs just as the U.V.F. &, U.ZD.A. were bern from Loya.l:.st
fear? - . A

. Ve in Northem Jrqland are :plagued with mxper—laya.hsts who are not con'tent to be

.. oxdinary,these people are the witch hunters - the Ulster Senator l‘hCa.rl:mr‘s - who enter
‘debate and the newspaper colums armed with the tar brush,the innuendoyand the -liejand you

will find that they can usually shout louder than post.if one does not agree with the:.r
:bigoted and fasc¢ist views then one is a "haig lover"-at best,or-a tcommunistt at worst,

‘They ave adept at lebelling thogse who disagree with thezp.Ue mus'b e refore,take a. stand.
- against this evil in our midst and risk their slander in the hope tha.'b the decent person )

in our land will suppat right instead of not bothering lest:.they 'become 'l:he —subliect of
at'bention.mfortunately and 1t mst be said - we have had too meny of 'hhese .people in 0“1'
own rarks,.No fascist or bigot ¢an expect sympathy or wnderstanding in the U.V.F. Compomds
of Long Kesh.'The sooner that we realise that our trust has been abused and the so .called

- political leadership we followed was simply a figment the sooner we will attempt to fend

for ourselves politically and to commence articulation in thatb direction.We .can do without
the immature,emotionally unstable and bigoted element wi'!:hm Loyalist circles.As a leJ.tical
leadership thyy .are a sick joke ~ a mixture lof irmane ‘hacks and power hngry .cleriocs. who
would not recognige the truth if it kicked them in the face.'hese are the men who ‘have
cunningly and purposefully fused wreligion with politics and fostered fear amongst . the
Toyalist commmity for their own designs and to retain power.They have adroitly manipulated
the Urange inatitution and other working class organisations to serve such ends hinting
that when the time came for actiop they would not be fommd wa.n‘h:.ng.All along the line they
have shut up instead of putting up and now the influemce that such organisations could
have had hag been assuaged by their tepit leadershlp.the only thing that. they are good gt
is division and fear.

1 a2m snre that you on perade this mommg have broken free from that vicious
syndrome and are thinking for yourselves and simce you have been celled almost every evil
neme under the sun you hove ceased to worry.ie know why we are in Long nesn today even
though ve ray have hal doubts in the past.¥a group has been more vilified by those who led
us here than ourselves and we have been a+tr1buted with all manmer of motives except the
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plague ~ patriotism! Savour that word = 1et
and feel your strength,you fetriots!Admovledge
i cannot be bought or bulliedl Declare openly -
er's war was not financially subsidised ang -
'do1irird sontient has been your only reward epg

-y

one Word Which o detractors detest like

end relish Jour ¥hoorruptibility in that y
and with pride thet your involvement in Uls
that you did your duty without hope of reir
even then you are unconquerable, . © - L : S
Your OFFICIAL title ks -patrtot - acting wvaidisow many soldiers or policemen,or =

even trison officers,would. do. their duty without the inevitable yey day as promised mad
delivered by the Government for the serviceg rendered?I suggest very few if any.

The PULITICAL prisohers and the geramilitaries camot be made- the -gcapegoats for
aciety long bYefore the fighiting men- came.on
oré the troubles wes ‘artificial -and it was::
racks began' to 'show tlirough.We:can no longer
0 wide.Ve can never go back “to the society-;
nt ‘employment ‘and -dedent honés -1ike -al1--humen -

i

the scene.in mny aspects,life in Ulster be
only vhen it wis tested that the scaberous
- paper over the cracks because “the guif is
tlat once was,even if we had a wigh to.'e W

- beings,and loyalis ts will no longer suffer their deprivation ‘stoicdlly lest their ocutcries

' be interpreted as disloyalty,Before we can Yeconstrict we mgt have pesace with'a modicum

.. of trust in order to bind the wounds created by eight,nay,three hundred ‘years of ‘strife,

 hatred,mis trust and oppression with no one $ide having moncpoly én good-or evil.The polit-

‘ecians seemingly cannot or will not give us’ the peace we So earnestly desive st I therefore
. call'upon all the varamilitaries < amll the warring factions ~ to call a uriversal ceasefire

‘‘‘‘‘ -

- 77 To open mp dialogue with each other in orger to ‘pursue ‘ways and fiedns-of making -such a-

“ceagefire vermsnent.®ventually Toyzlist and. Bepublican must sit down togetlier-for the good

-* of our country if we elaim to be patriots,.ihere is no ‘obgtacle tlet iy insurmountablesl do

‘not ¥now what shape or form ‘such talks would teke but i do know tmet they will-have tne
blessing’ of every person in Ulster who desites meace and justice. =~ -~ - - Tl Ls
' -4-realise of course that my proposal will inveke a furere from the-usual productable

quar'bers and to these people i "sa;y'l "v_rhat_f have you got to offer exdept.your usual negative
".utterences"?Granted the paramiliteries are hot elected representatives ¢f our-pedple but
“they -are-capableé of stooring the vidlence znd could hot Ppossibly have survived witnout -

support and comfort from witnin thesr respebtive commmities.We ‘hive notding to loge -in

_f;Sﬁqh"ﬁ'gmh:;__ij;ﬁaf;‘d"w’ha knows, tie Eax‘r’*e‘rs_ai-iés*‘maj‘r"'eveﬁ'I@afﬁ”é“ame—tnﬁrg,mrranrme-tmmﬁ-

" “@n tms o6ccasion I presume-to sveak for no-one.i'am speaking fuirély én-en ‘individual
basis end let no man tell me tiat . do not have tie rigat,Before tue cries of traitor
“bellow fortn let me rémind all &nd Hundry taiat Siv James ‘Craig, our first -Premier,went alone
to Dublif in"1523 and 124 talks witia Bamonn de Valers snd Miciae¥ Collins precisely ‘aleng

7 similar lines totthosé which 1 refer,Who could dare call such a man a traitér?.t pbs -time

" remembeting: tim t no one g_x'pé;d*béi-:jﬁ;_h}' to 'conca_a"de_.priz;c_'ipl'e".l'vgoﬁ;‘d not ‘do~it nox-would k-

. -

- in ne over the'years and I em humble.i ask you to trust mle further and even though my "

we stonped ligtening %6 ‘doubting-Thomag'es and acknowledze deen down 4in "our hearts Thit _
dialogue will have to céme -about sometime,s6 why not now? There is no vietéry in Wster,
pot far the: 1.R.4, or the V.V.F.,the police or the army.Thére is ‘only victory for-humanity
"and comion sense.i persanally welcome any criticism of myself and simply ask my ¢ritics to
be original,To the paramilitaries i say,'please do not be ‘hasty 'end &isniss my froposal
out of hand.Debate it and disciss’among your membership “the realifies of the situdticn . .-

-expect ‘anyone elge to," "~ L | : - L e o gt
w0, 4 thank eech of you on parade for the allegiance and Gonfidencs “tie % ‘you haveé placed
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. Motives may not be immediately discernible or ‘evident i ask you to ‘wtand by me “just as you
can he completely sure 1§ha.t L will be by you:c ‘s§ide however hard the going may become -erid
desnite the rerrobation znd-criticism which may come'in our direction, i am proud of “you as

- Ren,as Volunteers,end as Ulster boyaiists, = - : e

.. As fan as in you lies enjoy this festive time even “though you aré behind 'bars and

that Tretse 1s nothing Witil {¥ oomes Frém your enemy,

L -F‘.Uﬁﬁinue to confound ‘your keepers by _'agreegﬁle ‘&éniefgn_qu;.'aind'good' naturedness.Remember

o+ T UHAY GOD BLESS YOU AIL.
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